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GEAR UP serving 1171 ninth graders

The Territory of American
Samoa has a widespread
and critical need to in-
crease the number of low-
income students who are
prepared to enter and suc-
ceed in post-secondary
education. Poor remedial
skills and low standardized
test scores among 1 " and
12" arade students seri-
ously threaten the terri-
tory s ability to generate
college-bound youth.

Although an average of
900 American Samoa stiu-
dents graduate from high
school each year, less than
30% (300) enter post-
secondary education and
approximately 90% of
those (270) require reme-
dial education prior to en-
rolling into their college
courses. Of those who en-
ter college, more than 75%

drop out because they lack
the study skills needed to
succeed in a college setting
as well as comprehend or
master the college curricu-
fum (American Samoa
Community College assess-
ment, 2004). This is ap-
proximately 25% higher
than mainland statistics for
Jirst-year students who
drop out of college.

School Year 2008-2009
GUAS has started working
with eight American Sa-
moan High Schools. From
2006-2008 GUAS worked
with 13 Elementary
Schools with a cohort
group of 863 students and
now that we have entered
the High School level, our
9th grade cohort class-
rooms total 1171 ninth
grade students.

Through a partnership

with AS DOE, GUAS is
able to employ 56 pari-
time Vice Principals, Coun-
selors, Teachers, Librari-
ans and Bus Drivers to
provide activities and ser-
vices after-hours for our
students. The GUAS goal
is to enhance the teaching
and learning of our cohort
group. Educating our stu-
dents involves a broad

spectrum of services from
increasing parent involve-
ment, enhancing the class-
room environment (o frain-
ing the classroom teacher.

Before & After-School Homework Sessions

As a result of lessons
learned from the many afier
school activities, GUAS has
started the “Before-School
Homework Session” to help
those students who are not
able to attend the “Afier-
School Homework Sessions ™.
By helping students complete
their homework, their overall

grades and attendance im-
prove.
To help support the effort,

GUAS is offering incentives
for students who attend the
BSHS or the ASHS. During
these sessions, studenis are
able to spend more time re-
ceiving a one-on-one teacher
student relationship.

After attending six Home-
waork sessions, the student will
be given a GUAS incentive,
such as a phone card,
MeDonald or Carl's Jr. cer-
tificate or a movie pass cer-
tificate. The incentives are
given to help increase and
retain attendance of the
homework sessions.
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GEAR UP High Schools: What’s it all about?

GUAS provides services to target the
conditions and skills that assist siu-
dents in enrolling and reaching suc-
cess in posi-secondary education.
also aims to increase the expectations
of students, that is, as a result of their
participation in GEAR UP they aspire
to go to college and seek higher edu-
cation. These services include tutor-
ing and mentoring students, technol-
ogy support, teacher training and in-
structional support, and providing
information on college preparation.

School Year 2008-2009 GUAS co-
hort students are in the ninth grade
attending eight High Schools.

1. Samoana High School.

2. Tafuna High School

3. Nuuuli Voc. Tech. High School.
4. Kanana Fou High School.

5. lakina Academy.

0. Mamumalo Baptist Academy.

7. Leone High School.

8. Fa'asao Marist High School.

The GUAS has helped to initiate sev-
eral programs that focus on enhanc-
ing the motivation of both the GUAS
students as well as the 9th erade Eng-
lish, Math and Technology classroon
teachers.

GUAS has put into place:

1. AS DOE and ASCC partnership.

2. Before and After-School Home-
work programs.

3. Technology Learning Software.

4. Instructional classroom supplies.

5. Electronic grade book program.

6. Parent Wrap Around Service Pro-
grams (WAS).

7. Local Partnership support.

8. Teacher Education Training.

9. School Coor. monthly meetings

10. Parters monthly meetings.

1. Summer Camps and student ac-
tivities.

12. Aceess to ASCC tours.

GEAR UP students earn tickets to ASCC “Lion King”

Hey GEAR UP students! Do vou
want to earn free tickets to the ASCC
Performing Arts Production this
Spring 20097 The performance will
be at the Governor Rex Lee Audito-
rizm on April 30, May I and 2, 2009.
Here's what you need to do: Get a
American Samoa Feleti Barstow Pub-
lic Library Card. Read from a list of
suggested books, see your GEAR UP

L

English Teacher for the suggested

books. Write a short book report on
each book and turn it in to your
school GEAR UP Coordinator (half-
page report). Start reading now and

vou will receive one fiee ticket per

hook to the ASCC Drama Play “The
Lion King". You may choose to attend
any one of the three nights of the per-

Jormance. All book reports must be

turned in to vour GEAR UP School
coordinator by April 24, 2009.
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BROADWAY 'S AWARD-WINNING BEST MUSICAL

GEAR UP Identifies Technology Learning Websifes

GEAR UP has identified several stu-
dent learning programs that we en-
courage teachers to use or refer to in
working with their students. The key
is accessing the Computer Lab and/or
having vour students’ access the
Computer Lab during the After-
School Homework Session.

GUAS has provided Schoof Sire Li-
cense for Math Trek Algebra and Al-

gebra 1. We are providing TALL
(Technology Assistive Language
Learning), an English language
learning program whose instructions
are given in the Samoan Language.
Math Trek and TALL is fully spon-
sored by GEAR UP, FREE for GEAR
UP students. If you are interested in
the learning programs,_please contact

the GEAR UP Office. 699-91535.

We encourage you to visit the fol-
fowing sites where GEAR UP will be
training Teachers and students to ac-
cess, learn and enjoy. And be re-

minded—they are free.

<www.ineedapencil.com>
<www.examenglish.com>
<www.highschool.com>

<www,esl.about,com>
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Parents HAccess Kid’s Grades <www.gearup.as>

GEAR UP American Samoa is
proud to share access to our
GUAS website <www.gearup.as>.
The website gives the information
fo our goals, mission, objectives
and activities that we are imple-
menting with our schools, teach-
ers, students and parents.

GEARUP.AS is a website where
all our GUAS clients can find in-
Jormation on areas of high school
to college academic enhancement,
teenage social concerns, teacher
professional development and par-'
ents with teenagers support and
COHCEIHS.

GEARUP.AS is proud to high-
light the many community partners
who share their time and expertise
i working with our GUAS clients.
The Partners provide content pres-
entations to engage Gear Up stu-
dents and parents, and share im-

GEAR UP

GEAR UP has had the honor of
soliciting 15 local partners to pro-
vide professional development
presentations to parents, teachers
and students. On the st Monday
of each month, the GUAS Partners
meet to discuss the needs of our
students and their families.

portant information on available
programs and services that sup-
port youth and their families.

To further assist the teacher and
moniftor classroom performance,
GUAS purchased user licenses to
use MarkBook (MB), an electronic
classroom management program
that helps to track all their stu-
dents’ grades, attendance, per-
sonal information, ranking and
rate of performance. The program
can hold information on any num-
ber of classes, with a maximum of
200 students per class.

GUAS parents and students will
be able to access their students
Math & English grades and their
attendance at the After-School
Homework Session in “real time”
by accessing their child’s user
name and password. Visit
<www.gearup.as>, log in to your

Partners

Our major Partners are AS DOE,
AS DOH and AS DHSS. Associate
Partners are ASCC Institute of
trades and Technology, ANZ Bank,
Blue Sky Communication, AS Na-
tional Olympic Committee, Taitai-
tama, Toa Com, National Oceano-
graphic Atmospheric Administra-

child’s GUAS school, and you will
be able to see your child’s grades
and progress. Listed below is an
example of what you will find.
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tion, Feleti Barstow Public Li-
brary, KHJ Radio, Dept. of Marine
and Wildlife, Samoan Business
and Culture Inc., Samoa News,
and members of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Partner meetings raise social
concerns that assist GUAS fami-
lies, and also provide counseling
as well as professional education
and career pathway opportunities.

ITT Partnership: AutoDesk for GEAR UP
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On March 9, GEAR UP and the Institute of Trades and Technology began the first Auto-
desk training session for GEAR UP students. The first session packed the ITT Computer
Lab with 25 students. Autodesk is a vocational software that enables users to design in a
three-dimensional program. Students can create various models of building and mechanical
design, even for items like clothing and jewelry .
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GEAR UP instructors are visiting different GEAR UP HHigh Schools to provide profes-
sional development sessions in Math and English. These classroom visits have been a great
experience for both the High School Teachers and students. Many of the teachers are notic-
ing a change in their freshmen students who participate in the GEAR UP program. Since the
implementation of the GEAR UP incentives for participating students, GEAR UP has no-
ticed an increase in the number of students attending. By participating in the GEAR UP pro-
gram, students are able to build better relationships with their teachers. who provide one-on-
one mentoring. This enables students to transform poor grades into higher grades that they
can feel proud of.

GEAR UP would like to acknowledge a teacher who truly demonstrates a dedication to her
students. Mrs. Annic Anderson is an English teacher at Tafuna High School. While observ-
ing and assisting in Mrs. Anderson’s class, GEAR UP could clearly see the passion she has
for teaching. The most incredible thing about Mrs. Anderson is that she has taken in stu-
dents who other teachers didn’t want to take on. “We challenge each other. I challenge them
to do their best, and they challenge me to be a good teacher.” Mrs. Anderson revealed that
13 of the National Honor Society (NHS) candidates at THS for 2008-2009 were her former
students, including some of the same ones that no other teachers wanted to take on, “Can
vou believe it? My students are making it into the NHS!™ It is awesome to witness a teacher
who is so willing to put in the extra time to make sure that her students excel.

GEAR UP Summer Camp: June 12 TO July 3

GUAS will he conducting three vent Underage Drinking Initiative
one week Summer Mini Camps for  facilitated sessions will focus on
GUAS students June 13 through the Teens Against Tobacco Use
July 3, 2009. There will be five (TATU) curriculum and foster
separate Mini Camps that will run — youth leadership. advocacy., self-
during three consecutive weeks, esteem building and public speak-
offering the same camp each week  ing skills for GUAS participants.
to accommodate as many GUAS Research shows that tobacco con-
stucents as possible. tinues to be the gateway drug of

Each Camp will host 450 stu- vouth ages 12-19, immediately fol-
dents for five davs to a total of 25 lowed by alcohol and marijuana
contact hours. ASNOC, ASCC lse.

Sports. AS DOE Athletics, and Sa-  Summer Camp registration will
moa Bowl will coordinate our be held at the ASCC Gymnasium
Sports Camp. ASDOH will pro- June 1 to 12. All participants must
vide health screening and Taitai-  have a signed parent consent form
tama will conduct peer support identifving the Camps that the stu-
groups for all Camp participants.  dent will be participating in.

Each of the three week Mini Tentative Camps will be:

Camps will be five hours per day
Jor five days. All participants must
submit a parental consent form.

We ask all of our partners to par-
ticipate and help to support the
GUAS students. Taitaitama'’s Pre-

Sports Fitness Camp
Algebra Camp
Autodesk Camp
Marine Science Camp
Agriculture Camp
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