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ARRA Projects

2011 was a year of ARRA project activity for ASCC. With 28 pro-
jects approved for funding and a total of $12,774,284, many of the
Institutional Strategic goals as outlined in the 2009 — 2014 Institu-

tional Strategic Plan were moved forward and completed.

Renovations - The summer months kicked off the renovation and
modernization of classrooms along with other renovation projects
such as the science laboratories, the Teacher Education MacLab, the
TTD computer labs, the Nursing clinical classrooms, the IE Training
room, faculty and administrative offices, the Wellness Center, and
upgrades of other campus facilities.

Professional Development — Faculty and staff attended off-island
trainings and conferences toward assessment, accreditation, program
review, financial aid, student services, technology, energy saving,
institutional planning, and research.

Staffing — Many projects allowed for the hiring of temporary contract
workers to work toward the completion of the project. The evening
courses, night school, and the apprenticeship projects hired adjunct
faculty and support staff to carry out the instructional, support ser-
vices, and technical duties as specified by each project. The institution
—wide reclassification project took on the COLA (cost-of-living-
allowance) adjustment for all employees.

Technology — Much of the computer technology and equipment were
upgraded, updated, and purchased through ARRA. The technology
projects focused on wireless internet, campus-wide access, telecom-
munications, and technical training opportunities.

Academics — The academic programs were assisted through ARRA
with projects such as the Transition to Teaching, the Apprenticeship
program, the Evening college, the Trades & Technology Night
School, the Student Support services (tutoring, counseling, library),
Instructional resources, Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes,
and academic pedagogy and curriculum development.

With the completion of these projects, the first phase of ARRA transi-
tioned into and continues with the second phase of renovation of fa-
cilities for classrooms.
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ASCC Hosts Career and Energy Fair

On November 1%, the Student Government Associa-
tion (SGA), its offshoot group the ARRA Student Workers,
and the Student Services Division teamed up to host a Career
and Energy Fair on the campus malae. The event will fea-
tured a number of booths offering information on potential
careers in the public and private sector, as well as energy
awareness displays and entertainment from the College’s
student clubs based on energy conservation. Students from
elementary schools which hosted visits by the ARRA Student
Workers visited the ASCC campus for the Fair, at which the
winners of an essay contest for 5t graders were announced.

“We hope that students will make the connection
between their education and their future career goals,” said
ASCC counselor Alison Hurst. “We are also excited to partner
with the SGA for the Energy Fair so we can all become more
aware of how to be responsible community members and
conserve our natural resources.” Hurst and fellow counselors
Mark Mageo, Annie Panama and Matesina Willis invited
more than 25 public agencies and private businesses the
Fair. Highlights included an awards ceremony to acknowl-
edge the participants in the elementary school energy
awareness essay contest, as well as their instructors, a en-
ergy fashion show, and entertainment from All Saints Club,
Humble Club and New Generation Club.

ARRA Song Contest Winners Announced

Since the fall 2010, a group of students at ASCC named the
ARRA Student Workers have participated in Energy Smart Every Day, a pro-
ject funded through the American Samoa Territorial Energy Office to pro-
mote increased energy awareness and conservation. Made possible through
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), the project involved con-
tests held among the ASCC student clubs as well as in the high schools for the
best promotions of energy saving. Over the past year, other activities as part
of Energy Smart Every Day included a t-shirt project, a previous music compe-
tition, a calendar project, a television commercial competition, and a poster
competition.
The ARRA Students Workers announced in October the winners of
J their latest promotion, the ARRA Song Contest. Open to all student clubs, the
' contest offered the winners the opportunity to have a video made of them
{ singing about conserving our energy resources. Participants included The
New Tactics, Segaula, Humble, New Generation, Brotherhood and winners All
* Saints. “The club will have their song recorded at the Niuveve Recording Stu-
dio in Leone.,” said ARRA Student Workers member Dona Maifala. “The song
will then be used as the background of the commercial acted by the All Saints
displaying various methods of saving Energy.”




ASCC Bids Farewell to
Librarian Dr. Steven Lin

In early August, ASCC bid
farewell to Dr. Steven Y. Lin, who for
the past 14 years served as the Col-
lege’s Head Librarian. Dr. Lin headed
first to Texas and then to his homeland
of Taiwan to assist with the care of his
elderly parents. He leaves behind a
long record of distinguished service to
ASCC, where his stewardship of the
College’s Library Services played a cru-
cial role in the institution’s recent ad-
vancements.

Born in Fuikien in southeast-

ern China, Dr. Lin grew up in central
Taiwan. He earned a BA in English
from the Taiwan National University,
an MS in Educational Technology from
Texas A&M University, and a MLS and
PhD in Library Science from Texas
Woman University. He worked as a
law librarian at the Dallas County Com-
munity College, and then at the Dallas
Public Library, where he learned of a
Library Director vacancy at ASCC
through the Chronicle of Higher Educa-
tion. “When | first visited American
Samoa, the tropical climate actually
reminded me a lot of Taiwan,” Dr. Lin

recalled, “which was one of the rea-
sons | accepted the job.”

Dr. Lin guided the ASCC Li-
brary through its transformation into
the state-of-the-art facility which
opened in 2003. Proudest at having
upgraded the Library’s reference ma-
terials and establishing the Educa-
tional Resources Center for the four-
year teacher education program, Dr.
Lin said he will remember ASCC with
great satisfaction. “I am grateful to the
College for hiring me,” he reflected,
“and my time there will certainly be
one of my best memories.”

Dr. Sybil Johnson Rejoins Faculty

This semester, students with an interest in Drama welcomed the return of fac-
ulty member Dr. Sybil Johnson. Dr. Johnson, who holds a PhD (Doctor of Philoso-
phy) in Theatre from Florida State University, previously taught at ASCC between
2003 and 2005, when she guided students through highly original productions of
Sia Figiel's "Girl In The Moon Circle", Shakespeare's "A Midsummer Night's
Dream", and an elaborate production of "The Wiz" in 2005 which generated
great enthusiasm from the community.

"The Wiz" was Dr. Johnson's final production during her initial stint with
ASCC. "I left ASCC in 2006 after being offered a position at The University of the
South Pacific in Fiji," Dr. Johnson recalled. "I taught there until the outbreak of
the Coup in 2007, and then went back to Florida to teach at Hillsborough Com-
munity College, where | directed the Theatre Program until 2011." During her
four years at Hillsborough, Dr. Johnson directed four shows and taught all of the
theater classes, which included acting, production, make up for the stage, thea-
ter history and script analysis. Now back with ASCC, Dr. Johnson teaches a com-
bination of theater and performance-related classes.






