
 American Samoa Community College Division of Student Services 

411 Newsletter 
There is a huge amount of 

freedom that comes to you when 

you take nothing personally☺  

n 

Spring 2013 Mar 18-22, 2013 

Halfway There ☺ 
 

Congratulations on reaching the halfway mark!  After the awesome 

spring break you just had, you should be more than ready to get 

back into the swing of things.  If you didn’t do anything eventful or 

exciting, I’m sure the week off of school was a much appreciated 

break!  Now that you’re back, put your thinking cap on and try to 

continue to stay on top of your studies.  Its more important for you 

to stay ahead from here on.  The decisions you make from now on, 

will affect the outcome of your grades.  So please, keep pushing, 

now isn’t the time to lose focus, but rather a time to assert yourself 

in class, and with your studies.  Take a break from Facebook to 

review your notes, or do some research.  You can never learn too 

much!     

 

If you would like to make announcements via the 411 Campus 
Newsletter, please see Deidra Saelua at the S.L.A.Center, or you can 

email: d.saelua@amsamoa.edu or call 699-9155 ext.461 

Campus News 
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        Announcements 

3/11-3/15 Spring Break 
 
3/14-3/22 ASTEP Withdrawal  
  period to receive  
  “W/F” or “W/NP” 
 
3/25-4/12 Withdrawal period to  
  receive “W/F” or  
  “W/NP” 
 
3/29  HOLIDAY-Good Friday 

Scholarship & Internship 
Opportunities 

 
ASCC Press Release 

 
SSS Announcements 

 
Library Hours 
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DIVISION OF STUDENT SERVICES 
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We here at Student Services are dedicated to providing each student 
with quality services and assistance in any of our respective areas. ur respective areass...........

Counseling    S.L.A. Center 
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VETERANS AFFAIRS VETERANS AFFAIRS
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Tutors of the Month 
English                                   Math 

Tala Ropeti       Witt Mariner  
 Ella-Monique Misa          Lorilei Teofilo 
   

 

Congratulations Ladies on a Job Well Done!!! 
KKeep up the good work ☺☺  



 Courtesy of Student Services Spring 2013 Mar 18-22, 2013 

RAFFLE!  RAFFLE!  RAFFLE! 
 
SGA is having a raffle for ALL students with an ASCC ID.  Stop by the 
SGA office to pick your free ticket. Raffle date is March 28, 2013 at 

12:30pm in the SGA office.  Don’t Miss Out!!! 
 
1st prize:  Nano IPod 16 GB with Hype Gem Earphones 
 
 
 
2nd prize: Michley TIVA 7” Tablet 
 
 
 
 
3rd prize: Memorex CD/MP3 Player Boom Box 

 

SGA ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

The SGA regretfully announces that the Miss ASCC Pageant scheduled to 
take place this semester has been CANCELLED!   

 
 
Scheduled Event for this Week: 
 
March 19:  SGA Council Meeting (rm. 27) 
March 21:  FIELD DAY 
 
For more information on any of the upcoming activities, please call the SGA 
office at 699-9155 ext. 341 or email Maxine at m.tuiolemotu@amsamoa.edu 
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ASCC Press Release  
Tuesday, March 12, 2013 

 
ASCC Phi Theta Kappa Honors 
Society Inducts New Members 

for Spring 2013 
 

By James Kneubuhl 
 

The American Samoa 
Community College (ASCC) 
chapter of the prestigious Phi 
Theta Kappa (PTK) Honors 
Society has inducted eight new 
members for the spring 2013 
semester. With chapters at 
community and junior colleges 
across the United States and its 
territories, Phi Theta Kappa 
recognizes and encourages 
excellence in scholarship among 
associate degree students. The 
Greek words Phi Theta Kappa 
mean wisdom (Phi), aspiration 
(Theta) and purity (Kappa).  The 
society bases its programs on its 
four hallmarks: scholarship, 
leadership, service and 
fellowship. 

The PTK welcomed its 
new members into its ranks 
during this semester’s induction 
ceremony held this past Friday, 
March 8th, with the theme “Good 
as Gold”, inspired by the Robert 
Frost poem “The Road Less 
Traveled.” The ceremony featured 
as special guest speaker Dr. 
Oreta Mapu Crichton, who has 
enjoyed a long and distinguished 
career locally in the fields of 
education and social service, and 
now serves as a Senior Policy 
Advisor for the American Samoa 
Government.  

Dr. Crichton began her 
talk by referencing the 
aforementioned Frost poem, and 
how it expresses the struggle with 
doubt that comes with making 
hard choices. “Remember,” she 
advised the audience, “that the 
wisdom of the world is most 
valuable when it bows to the 
wisdom of God.” Dr. Crichton 
went on to share her experiences 

as a young Samoan growing up in 
the state of Louisiana during the 
years leading up to the Civil Rights 
Movement. As the only “person of 
color” in her high school, her faith 
was continually tested, and not 
only got her through very hard 
times of feeling alienated, but also 
gave her the courage to befriend 
the first African-American student 
to attend her high school after 
federal law required that it 
become integrated.  
 Following Dr. Crichton’s 
speech, PTK inductees Angela 
Amata, Seonghee Hong, Ulysses 
Hopkinson, Yeseul Kang, Salani 
Leota, Zarahemla Mamea, Nyrese 
Pato and Sharma Sapolu 
performed the ritual of lighting 
candles to symbolize the flame of 
knowledge and took the oath of 
allegiance to the PTK. The evening 
also featured a musical 
performance by PTK alumni Ms. 
Tonya Tuigamala and closing 
remarks from PTK advisor Evile 
Feleti.  
 Each semester, PTK Head 
Advisors Toaiva Fiame-Tago works 
with fellow advisors Evile Feleti, 
Anthony Felise, Kuki Tuiasosopo, 
Evelyn Fruean and Athena Mauga 
review the ASCC Dean’s List and 
other relevant data to determine 
which students qualify for the 
membership in the Society. At 
ASCC, PTK nominees must have 
taken at least 12 credits, passed 
their English 150, English 151 and 
Math 90 classes, and have earned 
a cumulative grade point average 
of 3.5 or higher.  Qualifying 
students receive an invitation to 
join PTK, and most of those 
invited readily accept the offer. 
During last week’s ceremony, PTK 
President Marietta Lafaele also 
paid tribute to the late Jim 
Sutherland, a longtime advisor 
who helped establish the Society 
at ASCC. “For all future 
inductions, Jim’s name will be 
included on the program as an 
Emeritus advisor,” said Lafaele.  

Besides Lafaele, other 

members this semester include 
Temo Ledua, Vice President, 
Logistics; Tofagaoalii La’a, Vice 
President, Public Relations; Mona 
Chang, Secretary; Grace Felise, 
Treasurer; Siu Niupulusu, PR 
Secretary; Easther Kim, 
Hine Pei, Tuulalo Farani, Scott 
Manning, Peniamina Tai'i, Fa'afetai 
Ifopo, Moya Bejer, 
Krystal Kupa, Wittenberg Mariner, 
Pearl Sheck, Mary Cheung Fuk, 
Fiaai Robert Moliga, 
Maria Magalasin, Randall Fitisone, 
Tae il Kim and Tala Ropeti. 
 Phi Theta Kappa provides 
more than $35 million worth of 
scholarships annually to students 
nationwide. Each member is 
automatically nominated for 
inclusion in the prestigious 
National Dean’s List, and is also 
enrolled in the PTK Transfer 
Database, which links senior 
institutions across the nation 
offering scholarships to PTK 
members. 
 For more information on the Phi 
Theta Kappa Honors society, visit 
their webpage at www.ptk.org 
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ASCC Press Release 
Tuesday, March 05, 2013 

 
ASCC/SSS Hosts Oceans 

Advocate Chase 
By James Kneubuhl 

 
The Student Support 

Services (SSS) division at the 
American Samoa Community 
College hosted a unique presentation 
by endurance waterman/ocean 
advocate Bruckner Chase last week. 
Among other things, he heads 
Bruckner Chase Ocean Positive, Inc. 
a non-profit organization whose 
mission is to positively impact how 
we feel, think and act towards our 
oceans. “I have found the best way 
to do that is by making that 
connection personal for those I 
meet”, said Chase, “and showing 
them how to take action to help 
themselves, their community and the 
oceans we all share.” One of Chase’s 
own personal connections to the 
ocean is his mastery of endurance 
swimming, which has enabled him 
to complete long-distance swims 
between distances such as Aunu’u to 
Utulei Beach.   

Currently visiting American 
Samoa under a Hollings Grant from 
the National Marine Sanctuary 
Foundation that is also supported by 
the National Marine Sanctuary of 
American Samoa, Chase is filming a 
documentary that focuses on sharing 
the fa’asamoa and the Samoan 
connection to the islands and the 
oceans with the rest of the 
world.  His talk to the SSS students 
of course had much to do with 
oceans and their importance, but also 
focused on the lesson’s he has 
learned through his long experience 
with them.  His main theme was how 
learning leads to knowledge and 
knowledge leads to possibilities that 
we may never imagine in 
advance.  “I told stories of my own 
life growing up in Memphis, leading 
to my becoming a matai in Amerika 

Samoa,” he explained. “We spend 
our lives preparing and learning so 
that we are ready for those amazing 
opportunities that will be presented 
to us.  I also talked about not letting 
fear stop us from taking the next 
step.  I said that I am often afraid 
before big swims, but fear is a great 
motivator that can drive us to learn 
and prepare to accomplish great 
things.”   
 Chase, who previously 
organized the Toa o le Tai Ocean 
Heroes Lifeguard Competition last 
May, was introduced to the SSS by 
ASCC student Mona Chang, a 
previous Toa o le Tai participant 
currently volunteering as an SSS 
tutor. “When Mona told me about 
the SSS and invited me to speak I 
was incredibly grateful for the 
opportunity”, said Chase.  “I spend a 
lot of time working with youth and 
adults, and I am especially attracted 
to organizations that expand on the 
capacities and opportunities of our 
youth.” Recognized as a friend to 
American Samoa with the requisite 
distinction to be honored with the 
matai title Uila o le Sami by High 
Talking Chief Fuiava of Aunu'u, 
Chase has expressed his veneration 
for the traditional relationship 
between Samoans and the sea, and 
his hopes for the continuation of this 
relationship despite rapidly-changing 
times.  “I see tremendous strength 
and potential in Amerika Samoa's 
youth,” he said. “If they learn more 
about the ocean and how to safely be 
in, on and around it, then they can 
not only help protect the waters that 
provide for them, but also create new 
opportunities for careers and life 
work.” 
 SSS Director Repeka 
Alaimoana-Nuusa joined her staff 
and students in expressing their 
appreciation for Chase’s 
knowledgeable and enthusiastic 
perspective on a life-giving resource 
many of us take for granted. “When 
you consider what an important role 

Samoans’ relationship to the sea has 
played in our history, with the vast 
knowledge we once possessed of 
sailing, navigating and fishing, it’s 
very encouraging to hear Bruckner 
reaffirm the importance of the oceans 
to our current lives”, she said. “I 
think we have an aptitude for many 
different ocean-related skills in our 
genes, but we just need to re-connect 
with them.” Alaimoana-Nuusa also 
noted that after Chases’ talk several 
SSS students expressed an interest in 
joining the Toa o le Tai swimming 
program.  

Chase especially raised the 
interest of the SSS students when he 
mentioned how in many ways Samoa 
has set an example of a successful 
interaction between a culture and its 
surrounding oceans.  “I was excited 
to share how others that I talk to 
about Amerika Samoa are fascinated 
by the culture here, and they want to 
connect and help as well”, he 
said.  “After visiting here, I always 
leave energized to share these 
experiences with others around the 
world who I think can learn a great 
deal from how Samoans connect to 
their communities, the islands and 
the oceans.”   

For more information on 
Chase’s documentary currently in 
production, and his many other 
activities, visit 
http://www.brucknerchase.com  
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.scholarships. 
Don’t miss out on a great opportunity to receive extra cash for 

school!! 

�
*&���� (7"��!��#&�����!���

'�����	��
�� ��	���
�
>

���
����
�������
�
���
�
��?��/�������7�� �
	
����'������	�������������
����
�������
���

������	��
�����	�����	���
�%@2$�%@24�����
�
���
�	+�����

• /����586�9:';11��&�� ��"�#���)��("�%��<�� #�#�(���� #&��%"�%���%%��(�%����!��#&���
��!�����!!��#%����  �$��5����6
�

• ����5:6�90'111��&�� ��"�#���)��(�%����<�� #�#�(���� #&��%�)�����"�&�!� �%�(�%���
��<�#��(�&���"�"�����������(�$�����%��������(�#"�&��%#��#�$��#"4����(�$�������$��!��%�
����&&��(#%�(�
+�+�&�  �$�4��#���"#%��

 ���
���
�����	
����
����
����/�������7��;
���A��
�
��>����
���
�
��
���/���::'�;1:2'���%)����
;�!���(�8�!�*��(���.�/�#(��+�

�
���( #�������%���#�$�#����� #&�%#��"�#"�/�#(��'����# �:='�;1:2'��%�8�!��%�*&���� (7"�,��(�

���#&�+�
����������	
�������	
����������	����������	�������������������������������������������������� !"�

ASG Scholarships and Student Loan Applications will be 
available on April 1 through April 30, 2013.  

 
Spring 2013 prospective graduates interested in applying, please provide a 

copy of your student transcript in order to pick up an application. 
Deadline to submit your application is also April 30, 2013. 
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PREL Teacher Scholarship 
 

Applications are now open for the PREL Teacher Scholarship for Fall 2013. 
Scholarships are awarded to students who are enrolled in a teacher preparation program.  
Applicants must reside in American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas 

Islands (CNMI), the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM), Guam, the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands (RMI), or the Republic of Palau, be a 2nd, 3rd, or 4th year student at an 
accredited college or university, be a student in good standing, and intend to teach in a 

school in the U.S.-affiliated Pacific. 

*Please see attached application for details. 

Paid Marine Science Summer Internships in Hawaii 
PIFSC 
���$ Scientist Opportunity 

 
The PIFSC Young Scientist Opportunity (PYSO) is a collaborative program between PIFSC 
and the Joint Institute for Marine and Atmospheric Research (JIMAR) at the University of 
Hawaii at Manoa. This program offers qualified participants professional scientific research 
experience and formal training opportunities tailored to meet their educational and 
professional goals and interests. 
 
For more information, please see: http://www.pifsc.noaa.gov/pyso/  
 
**Note: This internship does not provide travel or housing support.  However, if you are 
accepted into this program travel support can be applied for through the ASCC LSAMP 
program.  Please see Kelley Anderson Tagarino or Victor Ualesi for more information on 
ASCC LSAMP program. 
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 S tu den t  S up po r t  S erv i ces  (S S S)   
 

We offer FREE tutorial services, academic and personal counseling  
for all SSS active & alumni participants  

Tutorial/Computer Lab opens 7 :30-3:30pm  
 

Tutorial Services- 
ELI & Remedial Math students interested in tutorial sessions, visit SSS Lab (ELI Building) or contact the 

SSS Tutor Coordinator-Amber Fuaga, 699-9155 ex. 415 or email {a.fuaga@amsamoa.edu}. 
 
Counseling Services-  
If you need Academic & Personal counseling or any counseling services to improve your financial aid and 

economic literacy, or just need someone to talk to -Please contact 
Hipa Neria, 699-9155 ex. 363 or email h.neria@amsamoa.edu  
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LIBRARY HOURS 
Monday-Friday 7:30am-4:00pm 

 
ASCC Library Catalog Online Search 

 

Are you looking for a specific book at the library, but have no idea where to find it? Well, not 
to worry, our online library catalog search is now available. You can search for the call number 

on the college website www.amsamoa.edu and click on the “Search Library Catalog” link 
located on the left hand side of the website. For more information concerning this online 

service contact us at 
 699-9155 Ext: 418 or 330 

How to make a Library Card 

Stop by at the ASCC Library and make a library card! 
Documents needed for a library card are: 

 
1. Valid Local Photo ID or Passport 

2. Class schedule 
3. Social Security Card 

 
Notice: First time library cards are free of charge, but $7.00 for a Lost Card. 

 
Are you looking for information about Samoa and the Pacific Islands for your 

research paper?
 

The Library Special Collection Room has information that you need!  
Hours:  7:30am - 4:00pm (Mon-Fri) 

Check it out and find out more about the Samoan Islands, as well as other Pacific Islands!!! 

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNoNoNoNNoNoNoNoNoNooNoNoNoNoNo ititittittititititititititititititititititicecccecceccecececececececececece::::::::::::::: FFiFiFiFiFiFiFFiFiFiFFFiFFiFFiFiFiFiFiFiFi ssrssrssrsrssrssrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrssrsrssrsttttttttttttt tttttttt t

 

NEED A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT??? 
Join S.W.A.T (Students With A Testimony) 

 
 

For more information please contact any one of the club officers: 
 

Tafifua Lemutu:  731-7329
Tafao Faoa:  770-2132 
Pau Sauvao:  256-3453 

 
We’re looking forward to meeting you ☺ 
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Ever wondered what’s 
below the water?  Want to 
learn more about what you 

see down there? 

Come explore your 
local marine resources! 

For more information stop by the Marine Science Coordinator’s office in A-6 
(small room next to classroom A5). 

Mrs. Kelley Anderson Tagarino
Marine Science Coordinator 

k.anderson@amsamoa.edu or kelleyand@gmail.com 
Cell: 252-2310 

(The photo on the left 
shows MSC280 

students after their 
research has been 

finalized.) 
 

(On the right, you see 
a MSC 280 student 

collecting data in the 
field for Marine 
Science Special 
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S.L.A CENTER TUTORIAL SCHEDULES 
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madcap 
\ MAD-kap \  , adjective;  
 
wildly or heedlessly impulsive; 
reckless; rash: a madcap 
scheme.  
 
You can still see strong strains 
of formal qualities and madcap 
humor in his own work, which 
he began creating in 1971.  

 

 

1) Donald Duck comics 
were banned in 
Finland because he 
doesn’t wear pants! 

 
2) If you keep a Goldfish in 

a dark room, it will 
eventually turn white. 

 
3) Marilyn Monroe had 

six toes. 
 
4) China has more 

English-speaking 
people than the United 
States. 

 
5) Peanuts are one of 

the ingredients of 
dynamite. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Thought for the day 

Don’t be pushed by your 

problems, be led by your 
dreams ☺ 

STUDENTS CORNER    
 


